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Purpose of study

The purpose of this paper is to briefly outline some important features of the Australian
Language Levels (ALL) Guidelines and the Australian National Curriculum Guidelines for
Japanese and then to examine the relevancy of these documents to the teaching of Japanese
as a second or foreign language in Japan.

The paper will take the following format. A short introduction to the eight principles, five
goals and six activity types which are critical to the use of the curriculum guidelines; a brief
look at the Australian recommendations for teaching the Japanese scripts and assessment of
students; and a discussion of the relevancy and application of the ALL Guidelines and
national curriculum to the teaching of Japanese in Japan. For all except the final section
more details and information can be found in the references listed at the end of this paper.



Introduction to the ALL Guidelines

Space prohibits anything except a very brief introduction to some of the main points of the
Australian Language Levels (ALL) Guidelines. The National Curriculum Guidelines for
Japanese were developed based on the recommendations put forward in the ALL
Guidelines; a document which is relevant to the teaching of all foreign languages in
Australia and emphasises an activities-based approach. The national curriculum
acknowledges that the ALL Guidelines may need certain modifications in order to
accommodate the teaching of Japanese, especially where the teaching of script is
concerned.

8 Principles

The ALL Guidelines and subsequently the national curriculum, begin with the following
Rationale of eight principles of teaching and learning.

Learners learn a language best when:

1. they are treated as individuals with their own needs and interests

2. they are provided with opportunities to participate in communicative use of the
target language in a wide range of activities

3. they are exposed to communicative data which is comprehensible and relevant to
their own needs and interests

4. they focus deliberately on various language forms, skills and strategies in order to
support the process of language acquisition

5. they are exposed to socio-cultural data and direct experience of the culture
embedded within the target language

6. they become aware of the role and nature of language and culture
7. they are provided with appropriate feedback about their progress

8. they are provided with opportunities to manage their own learning.

(ALL Guidelines Book 1, page 17)

5 Goals

Important to any foreign language study are the goals. Five broad goals are detailed by the
ALL Guidelines and these are further broken down into specific goals. Once again the ALL
Guidelines detailed the broad and specific goals and the Japanese national curriculum
writers applied them to the learning of Japanese.



The broad goals are best illustrated in the following diagram. Source: ALL Guidelines,
Book 1 page 31.
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is done through the Learning-how-to-learn goal. The skills involved in learning a foreign
language are also developed through this broad goal. In order to better understand the
surrounding world, students should think about the roles that language and culture play in
society in everyday life. As a result of this reflection, encouraged through the language and
cultural awareness goals, students will be better equipped to act appropriately throughout
their own life. The general knowledge goals are self-explanatory, with students broadening
their knowledge, particularly in areas which interest them, in a wide range of fields and
subject areas.

Each of these broad goals is broken down into specific goals and concrete examples are
provided for the language teacher to consider when developing and teaching foreign
language courses.

6 Activity Types

The activities-based approach is central to the teaching and learning of all foreign
languages in Australia. The national curriculum provides a series of suggested activities for
inclusion in each course, under each of the 6 different types of activities detailed in the
ALL Guidelines. The 6 activity types are divided into three dimensions. The interpersonal
dimension, informational dimension and the aesthetic dimension.

Activity types one and two come under the interpersonal dimension. Type 1 involves
interacting and discussing topics of interest for example one’s ideas and experiences and
type 2 involves inferacting to get things done for example solving a problem or making
arrangements. In the informational dimension activity-type 3 is about collecting and then
using information. Listening to a weather forecast and then deciding what to wear is one
example. Activity-type 4 involves giving information; an example would include a talk
about a holiday outing. The aesthetic dimension of activity-types 5 and 6, necessitate a
personal reaction. In activity-type 5 for example responding to a video program or a
picture is classified as making a personal response. Personal expression is the key to
activity-type 6, and this could include writing a poem, or performing a skit.
























